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In a fall election season that generated a high 
number of female candidates nationwide, 

Taylorsville will see its second woman at the 
helm — in just over 20 years of existence — af-
ter City Councilwoman Kristie Overson upend-
ed incumbent Larry Johnson in the Nov. 7 vote.

A city council seat was also reclaimed by a 
female, as elementary school teacher and moth-
er of four Meredith Harker defeated Ron Allred 
for the District 4 post.   She replaces two-term 
incumbent Dama Barbour, who chose not to run 
again.

The election’s only incumbent winner was 
District 5 City Councilman Dan Armstrong 
who won a second term over 19-year-old Uni-
versity of Utah student John Fuller.

Every race was won by at least 15 points, 
with Overson earning 57 percent of the vote, 
Harker 62 percent and Armstrong 67 percent.   
Taylorsville voter turnout ranged from 29 to 32 
percent, in the city’s first-ever vote-by-mail.

“I’m really excited and glad I knocked on 
all those doors,” Overson said. “I got to hear 
so many concerns from our residents Many of 
them also said they just weren’t aware of things 
that are happening. Improving communication 
will be one of my top priorities as mayor.”

Mayor Johnson leaves after one term in 
office.

“(I’m) just wishing the new mayor suc-
cess and hope that she can keep the city on the 
good track it’s going,” Johnson said in a text 
message.“(I’m) pleased with the direction the 
city is going in growth and taking the burden 
off the people (with) no tax increase in my time 
as mayor. Taylorsville is better off than it was 
four years ago. Taylorsville is a great place to 
raise a family.”

Mayor-elect Overson celebrated her win on 
election night by renting the Taylorsville City 
Council chambers to host a reception for volun-
teers and supporters. Among those on hand was 
Councilwoman-elect Meredith Harker.

“I’m excited, overwhelmed, relieved and 
surprised the vote wasn’t closer,” Harker said. 
“I think my different perspective appealed to 
the voters. I’m in the trenches right now, with 
kids in school and raising a young family.”

Harker credits social media as a big key to 
her victory.

“I used Facebook, Instagram and created 

my own website to help keep the lines of com-
munication open,” she added. “I want to keep 
communication flowing and also concentrate 
on developing a strategic transportation plan 
for Taylorsville.”

Harker will replace eight-year Council-
woman Dama Barbour in January.

“I couldn’t be happier with Kristie and 
Meredith winning,” Barbour said. “They will 
bring strong leadership and communication 
to the council. When I decided two terms was 
enough for me, I was concerned a woman’s 
perspective stay on the council. I also wanted 
someone bold and a bit younger. I supported 
Meredith from the day I met her.”

That meeting came about when another 
female officeholder took action. Taylorsville 
High School graduate and current resident Ai-
mee Winder Newton represents the city — as 
well as parts of West Jordan, Murray and other 
cities — on the Salt Lake County Council.   

“When I learned council member Barbour 
was retiring, I took Meredith to lunch and asked 
her if she had ever considered running,” Winder 
Newton said. “She is so energetic and genuine-
ly cares. We need a young mother’s perspective 
(on the Taylorsville City Council). She fills a 
demographic we don’t have now. I’m happy for 

her and for Kristie (Overson). I recruited her 
into government years ago too.”

Also at the mayor-elect’s reception cele-
brating both wins was Taylorsville City Council 
Chairman Brad Christopherson, who had pub-
licly endorsed each candidate.

“I knew Meredith because my daughter 

was in her third-grade class (until June),” Chris-
topherson said. “She began learning about city 
government — and attending council meetings 
— a year ago. I think very highly of her.”

As for Mayor-elect Overson, the council 
chair added, “I have worked with Kristie for a 
long time. Her diligence and work ethic are in-
credible. When she goes to meetings, she shares 
everything she learned with the rest of us. I like 
her ideas and her communication skills.”

The lone incumbent to survive the night 
— District 5 Councilman Armstrong — said 
he was both pleased and disappointed with the 
results.

“All I can do is wipe the sweat off and be 
happy about my own win,” he said. “I am disap-
pointed in the mayor’s race. Mayor Johnson put 
his heart and soul into the job. It’s rare to find a 
people person who also has great business sav-
vy. But I do like Kristy, and if she hadn’t been 
facing Larry, I would have voted for her. I know 
she will continue to be great to work with.”

Kristie Overson will be the second female 
mayor of Taylorsville and sixth overall:

Lavelle Prince – 1996–1997
Janice Auger (Rasmussen) – 1998–2005
Russ Wall – 2006–2012
Jerry Rechtenbach – 2013
Larry Johnson – 2014–2017
Kristie Overson – 2018     l

The new Taylorsville mayor and city council member show off the signs that helped get them elected. (Carl Fauver)

COUNCILWOMAN OVERSON DEFEATS INCUMBENT
TO BECOME TAYLORSVILLE CITY’S SIXTH MAYOR

By Carl Fauver | carlf@mycityjournals.com

Taylorsville Mayor-elect Kristie Overson addresses her election night victory party. (Carl Fauver)
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Maybe the name is part of 
the reason Taylorsville 

City’s LARP Committee con-
stantly struggles for member-
ship. After all, what’s LARP?

First off, don’t Google it—
unless you want to fall down a 
rabbit hole, into a world of drag-
on costumes, gladiators, swords 
and people wearing strange hob-
bit ears.

Unlike the place computer 
search engines take you, this 
isn’t “Live Action Role Play-
ing.”

“Let me see, I have it writ-
ten out somewhere, hold on, 
I don’t want to give it to you 
wrong.” That’s what Commit-
tee Chairwoman Joan Thalmann 
says when you ask what LARP 
stands for.

But even if the acronym 
for the city’s Leisure Activities, 
Recreation & Parks Committee 
is a bit confusing, Thalmann 
said what they do is all about 
fun — just the kind of commit-
tee she was looking for. 

“I first became active on 
the committee about 11½ years 
ago, when Russ Wall was may-
or,” Thalmann said. “When I 
told him I wanted to become 
more involved in the city, he 
suggested I join the Ordinance 
Review Committee. But I told 
him that sounded too much like 
work, and I wanted to do some-
thing fun. The next thing I knew, 
I was on the LARP Committee.”

Thalmann spent more than 
30 years working for the State 
Department of Environmental 
Quality Clean Air Division and 
said she’s had her fill of review-
ing ordinances. 

“This committee is great; 
we give out beautification 
awards, holiday decorating hon-
ors, and this year we launched 
our biggest event yet,” she said.

That would be the first-ev-
er Family Fall Festival, which 
drew an estimated 3,000 people, 
despite being held on an unsea-
sonably cold, mid-October Sat-
urday. 

“Those who braved the 
chill seemed to have a great 
time,” Thalmann said. “We had 
six bounce houses for the kids 
and provided them with pump-
kins and paint for a decorating 
contest. The National Guard 
brought their climbing wall; 
there was a chalk art contest 
and lots of food trucks. We’re 
already talking about doing it 
again next year, if the city will 
budget for it again.”

Since its inception years 

ago, the LARP Committee has 
functioned on just a $500 per 
year budget. But when the de-
cision was made to launch the 
Family Fall Festival, city offi-
cials agreed to provide the com-
mittee with a $15,000 budget to 
do it.

“As far as I know, that’s the 
first time our committee every 
received any additional fund-
ing for an event,” Thalmann 
said. “And we came in way 
under budget, spending about 
$10,400.”

One of Thalmann’s few ac-
tive LARP Committee members 
who assisted with the festival 
was Judy Bunkall, who’s been 
with the group about half a year.

“I had no idea we were 
going to do the festival when I 
joined; what a wonderful activ-
ity,” Bunkall said. “It was so 
much fun to help plan the festi-
val, and I learned what great city 
employees we have. They were 
willing to help with anything. 
We could certainly use more 
committee members, and I think 
anyone who joins will learn just 
how enriching it is.”

The LARP Committee rep-
resentative on the city council, 
Councilman Dan Armstrong, 
couldn’t agree more.

“The Family Fall Festi-
val was a great event that we 
want to repeat, but that’s just 
one thing the committee does,” 

Armstrong said.  “One of their 
priorities is to highlight parks. 
That’s why they held (the festi-
val) at Taylorsville Park (4700 
South Redwood Road).  The 
committee also coordinates our 
walking trail system throughout 
the city, and they present beau-
tification and holiday decorating 
awards to residents. Joan (Thal-
mann) is a great gal — what a 
fireball. Anyone who joins the 
committee will love working 
with her.”

Already this year the 
LARP Committee has present-
ed summer yard beautification 
awards to some hardworking 
Taylorsville residents.  Last 
month the committee also hon-
ored the city’s best Halloween 
decorated homes. All that’s left 
now is to award the top holiday 
outdoor decor.

“Taylorsville residents 
have until Jan. 2, 2018, to sub-
mit a photo or video of their own 
decorated yard or a neighbor’s,” 
Thalmann said. “We always get 
great entries. It’s amazing how 
much work some people put 
into decorating their yards.”

To enter the contest, or to 
learn more about joining the 
Leisure Activities, Recreation & 
Parks Committee, send an email 
to LARP@taylorsvilleut.gov.

Just don’t Google LARP—
unless your dragon costume has 
been properly dry cleaned.   l

Committee launches new community event
By Carl Fauver | carlf@mycityjournals.com

Outstanding holiday outdoor decorations will be honored again this
season by Taylorsville City.
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801-968-3800
McDougal Funeral Home

4330 S Redwood Rd
Taylorsville, UT 84123

McDougalFuneralHomes.com

Plan today, not tomorrow.
Plan together, not alone.
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5681 South Redwood Road, Taylorsville

Family Trust Agreements

COMPLETE ESTATE 
PLANNING PACKAGE

$1,500
�������� ��� �������� ���������

DON’T LEAVE THINGS TO CHANCE! 
CREATE YOUR FAMILY TRUST NOW  
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The Taylorsville Senior Center (4743 South 1600 West) celebrat-
ed its 15th anniversary this fall, and already the popular site has 

been expanded twice. The center opened its doors on Sept. 26, 2002, 
and grew by 3,120 square feet a dozen years later.

This time, the expansion is a more modest 760 square feet. But 
those seniors who participate in the center’s ceramic and woodwork-
ing art programs say it will be “just right.”

Called the “burn room,” the new addition has its own separate 
ventilation, allowing smoke created by wood-burning projects — 
and the odor emitted from the center’s ceramics kiln — to leave the 
center without permeating the rest of the building, as it had in the 
past.

Deborah Kay and her fellow ceramic artists couldn’t be hap-
pier.

“It’s been a pain to have our projects fired for the past couple of 
years,” Kay said. “For a while, we were taking our pieces elsewhere 
to fire them. But it will be much nicer to have our own kiln up and 
running again.”

Another ceramic artist, June Pons, can remember the kiln op-
erating at the center for many years. But then about three years ago 
the rules changed.

“I know the kiln and the wood burning used to put an odor into 
the rest of the center,” Pons said. “I don’t know if the fire department 
ordered us to stop or what happened. But suddenly, we were told we 
couldn’t use the kiln anymore. So, I quit ceramic work all together 
and became a hooker.”

After a pause — just long enough for your jaw to hit the ground 
— June smiles and adds, “That’s what those of us who crochet call 
ourselves — hookers.”

Pons said she will be glad to resume her ceramic work in the 
new room, though it will likely mean one less hooker at the center.

“Construction on the burn room began in August, and it should 

be up and running before the end of the year,” Taylorsville Senior 
Center Manager Pauline McBride said. “It’s not nearly as big as the 
2014 expansion, but it’s an important one so we can resume a couple 
of our popular activities.”

Three years ago, Taylorsville City budgeted $550,000 to com-
plete that larger 3,120-square-foot expansion, to create a large mul-
tipurpose area and an adjacent, two-table billiards room.

The new burn room is just a quarter that size, with a budget 
of $148,000. Judd Construction is building the 20-foot-by-38-foot 
room at the southeast corner of the senior center.

“It’ll be plenty big for what we want to do,” said Don Pannier. 
“And thank goodness there won’t be any puzzles in there.”

A woodworker, Pannier said his hobby stirs up a lot of dust that 
used to cause problems for puzzle builders who used to share their 
previous hobby room.

“We have a lot of people who do a lot of different activities 
here,” McBride added. “We’re trying to create as much space as 
possible for everyone to do what they like.”

The Taylorsville Senior Center is one of 19 centers throughout 
the valley. Salt Lake County operates 16 of them.

“Each county-operated center only has three or four full-time 
employees,” McBride said. “We also have a handful of part-time 
instructors and kitchen staff. But all of the centers rely heavily on 
volunteers.”

The Taylorsville center alone has about 100 volunteers donat-
ing about 700 hours per month.

Shannon Ralphs is one of them, who’s been donating time to 
the Taylorsville Senior Center for eight years and now works the 
front desk.

“I can come in overwhelmed with my own problems, and by 
the time I walk out, my feet don’t even touch the ground,” Ralphs 
said.  “Your cup runneth over when you volunteer here. I love inter-
acting with the seniors and staff.”

The Taylorsville Senior Center opens at 8 a.m., Monday 
through Friday, closing at 5 p.m. three days a week, but remaining 
open until 8 p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays. Transportation to 
and from the center is available — to any Taylorsville resident, over 
age 60 — for a $1 donation.

The center also serves lunch to about 60 people each weekday, 
for a suggested $3 donation.

And as June Pons can attest, “hookers” are welcome. 
For more information about the Taylorsville Senior Center, or 

to volunteer, call 385-468-3200.      l

New Taylorsville Senior Center addition has woodwork and ceramic artists thrilled 
By Carl Fauver | carlf@mycityjournals.com

Taylorsville Senior Center ceramics patron June Pons shows off some of 
her handicrafts. (Carl Fauver)
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The people in charge couldn’t really agree how many parents and 
kids turned out — somewhere between 1,000 and 2,000.
They can’t even agree on whether this was the 10th annual Tay-

lorsville Trunk or Treat event or the eighth, as one event official 
confessed.

But everyone associated with the Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church and School does agree, this pre-Halloween event is getting 
bigger and better every year, and is their most effective annual com-
munity outreach activity.

“Trunk or treat isn’t any kind of a fundraiser,” said the church’s 
school Vice Principal Jeff Sell. “This is simply one way we try to 
give back to our neighbors and provide the kids with a fun and safe 
activity.”

On the cool but clear final Friday night of October, witches, 
goblins and even a seven-foot dinosaur began lining up more than a 
half hour before the Trunk or Treat event began in the church park-
ing lot, at 1441 Tamarack Road (about 4650 South).

Nearby streets were filled with parked cars in every direction. 
The cost of admission was a canned food item for the Taylorsville 
Food Pantry. And the first person people met after entering the park-
ing lot came all the way from Vernal. 

“The church hired us to take souvenir pictures of each group,” 
said Russell Brinkerhoff, owner of The Selfie Stand. Much like a 
Disneyland ride, he and his wife Breanne posed costumed visitors 
in front of a “green screen” and gave each group a keepsake photo.

“I didn’t mind driving all the way out from Vernal,” Russell 
said. “I’m a bow hunter, and that’s what I’ll be doing out this way 
tomorrow.”

Also mingling in the crowd was Paula Rigby, who’s been a 
member of the Prince of Peace Lutheran Church since the moment 
it was created.

“My parents started the church, in our Murray basement, in 
1969,” Rigby said. “They soon began to rent church space in South 

Salt Lake, before moving to this location in 1976.”
The adjacent Lutheran school came along a few years later and 

now has about 90 students from preschool through eighth grade.
“A lot of our students go from here to Lutheran high schools in 

several different states,” Rigby said. “There’s not a Lutheran high 
school here in Utah. My parents thought about establishing one but 
decided to stick with what they had.” 

Becka Decker and her niece, Megan Schuurman, were also 
among those wearing costumes and handing out treats from the back 
of their car.

“I’ve been a member of the church 10 years, and this is one of 
the most rewarding things we do,” Decker said. “It is such a joy and 
so much fun to see the little kids dressed up in costumes. This is a 
great, safe alternative to door-to-door trick or treating.”

Unified Police Taylorsville Precinct Chief Tracy Wyant agrees.
“This is a great annual event that draws lots of people from 

many different faiths and cultures,” Wyant said. “They really do a 
nice job here. It’s a big crowd, but everyone is safe.”

Unified Police had three vehicles at Trunk or Treat night, while 
the Unified Fire Authority also provided a ladder truck.

About midway through the candy gauntlet, several fire pits 
awaited parents and kids, along with the graham crackers, marsh-
mallows and chocolate necessary to concoct smores.  

As they returned to the candy trail, the lost stop of the night 
came before a spooky masked man, in front of a candy bucket with 
a sign reading “Mayor Johnson’s Halloween Treats.”

“This is such a fun night, because it’s all about the kids,”  John-
son said. “The church does a great job with this every year. I’ve been 
coming ever since I was elected mayor. Wouldn’t miss it.”

Most kids at the eighth or 10th annual Taylorsville Trunk or 
Treat event didn’t seem to notice they were taking treats from the 
mayor. But they did all clearly see, that was the last stop on the can-
dy trail — until next October.     l

Taylorsville Lutheran Church and School hosts successful ‘Trunk or Treat’ night, drawing thousands 
By Carl Fauver | carlf@mycityjournals.com

Taylorsville Mayor Larry Johnson (in the white mask) talks with an 
oversized constituent. (Carl Fauver/City Journals)
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Her mom, Aubrae, swears her daughter Hazel 
can already read “a little.” Question is, how 

well does the 2-year-old know her numbers? For 
instance, does she know three zeroes in front of 
a one are meaningless, but three zeroes behind it 
represent a good start on a college savings plan?

Little Hazel Pope is one of four statewide 
winners this year in the Utah Educational Savings 
Plan’s annual “Book Your Summer” reading pro-
gram.

And because Hazel’s parents — Ken and 
Aubrae Pope — entered her into the scholarship 
drawing through the Taylorsville Branch of the 
Salt Lake County Library system, the branch itself 
also received a $500 award to spend on materials.

“We visit the Taylorsville Library at least 
once a week,” Aubrae Pope said. “And as soon as 
we get there, Hazel runs straight to the children’s 
section and pulls out books for us to read.”

Of course, mom admits, she still does most of 
the heavy lifting.

“But Hazel does recognize a lot of letters, 
and she can count to 10,” Aubrae Pope said.

Hazel is the only winner who lives in the 
Salt Lake Valley, with the three others in Helper, 
Hyrum and Richfield, respectively. The libraries 
in those cities — along with the Taylorsville Li-
brary — have already received their $500 awards. 
But the scholarship winners have a few years to 
wait.

“They (UESP) made up a nice, oversized 
check, which Hazel now has in her room,” Aubrae 
Pope said. “But Hazel doesn’t actually get any 

money now. Instead, the UESP opened a $1,000 
scholarship account, which is great, because my 
husband and I already set aside college money for 
her.”

Aubrae and her husband, Ken, understand the 
valley of college degrees, having both graduated 
from BYU–Hawaii. Aubrae Pope earned her de-
gree in elementary education, with minors in psy-
chology and mathematics. Ken Pope’s degree is in 
Hawaiian studies, with an emphasis in language.

“It would be fun to have Hazel go out to Ha-
waii to attend our alma mater, but that’s a long 
way off,” Aubrae Pope said. “I was just thrilled 
to learn the UESP scholarship fund can be used at 
any accredited university she chooses.”  

According to its website, “the Utah Edu-
cational Savings Plan is a nonprofit 529 college 
savings program, a tax-advantaged savings vehi-
cle designed to encourage individuals to save for 
future higher education costs.” Several states have 
similar plans across the country, and the Utah plan 
is consistently recognized as one of the best. You 
can learn more about it at www.uesp.org.

The Utah State Library also sponsored the 
“Book Your Summer” reading contest, which was 
in only its second year, this summer.

“(The Book Your Summer program) is a 
great way for students to maintain and improve 
their reading skills over the summer,” said Utah 
State Librarian Donna Jones Morris.

Taylorsville Library Branch Manager Elea-
nor Nave added, “We’re thrilled (the Popes) have 
such a focus on books and were so proactive about 

signing up for the drawing.”
To be eligible for the scholarship drawing, 

Hazel had to complete a series of “Book Your 
Summer” activities.

“We really weren’t thinking about the schol-
arship drawing at all,” Aubrae Pope said. “We just 
signed up for the library program to have activities 
to do together. Besides reading books, Hazel did 
so many other things. One activity had her fin-
ger-painting for the first time ever.”

Every student who fulfills the requirements 

of the summer program receives a free book.
“We figured that was a big enough prize,” 

Aubrae added. “When they emailed and called to 
say Hazel had also won the $1,000 scholarship, we 
were shocked and thrilled.”

The Utah Educational Savings Plan and the 
Utah State Library plan to team up on the “Book 
Your Summer” program again next year.  Library 
patrons anywhere across Utah can register their 
children for it next May.  l

Taylorsville resident Hazel Pope, 2, wins $1,000 Utah Educational Savings Plan scholarship 
By Carl Fauver | carlf@mycityjournals.com

Aubrae Pope (right) shows her daughter Hazel, 2, the scholarship check she received after winning the “Book Your 
Summer” drawing. Hazel’s father, Ken, holds her up for a better view. (Sharon Deeds/Utah State Library)
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Taylorsville City has assembled its largest 
Youth Council ever, and by mid-November, 

the group was hard at work assisting a local fam-
ily with its Thanksgiving feast. Soon, they’ll be 
brightening the same underprivileged family’s 
Christmas as well. 

“We normally have 20 Youth Council mem-
bers,” said city council coordinator and Youth 
Council Adviser Kristy Heineman. “But this year 
we had 21 applicants and didn’t want to tell just 
one person they couldn’t join. So we’re bigger 
than ever, instead.”

The two youngest of the group are a pair of 
Eisenhower Junior High ninth-graders, Madeline 
VanWagenen and Paige Smith.

“I’m a ninth-grade representative at school, 
and some council members came to one of our 
meetings at the start of the school year to tell us 
about it,” VanWagenen said. “It sounded like a 
great opportunity to get to know the community 
and to help people, so I applied.”

Another pair of council members attend Mur-
ray High School, although they live in Taylorsville 
(a youth council requirement). One of them, Da-
vid Stump, is also one of only four boys on the 
council. The other, Bryn Gale, is the group’s 
mayor and one of three youth ambassadors, a sub-
set of the council that participates in even more 
activities, including new business ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies.

“This is my second year on the council and 
first as an ambassador (only high school seniors 
are eligible),” Gale said. “I really enjoy being ac-
tive in the community. And I thought the service 
project would be very interesting.”

Each of the three ambassadors is required 
to conceive and execute his or her own service 
project, involving the assistance of other council 
members. Bryn plans to capture part of Taylors-
ville’s living history.

“For my project, I plan to record interviews 
with people at the Taylorsville Senior Center,” 
Gale said. “Then, with the help of other council 
members, we’ll edit the interviews together into a 
30- or 60-minute video. I want to talk with them 
about their own families and about the history of 
the city and this area. Then we’ll provide copies 
of the videos to all of the families and keep one 
available to the public at City Hall.”

The other youth ambassadors who will tackle 
their own service projects are Angelique Canepari 
— who’s also in her second year on the council 
— and Megan Squire, who is a third-year council 
member.

“I like all the service projects we do, and 
I’m looking forward to the ribbon-cutting events 
also,” Angelique said.

Megan added, “Besides all the fun things we 
do, this is a great opportunity to change lives. I es-
pecially enjoy helping a family with Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.” 

One of the first activities youth council mem-
bers undertake after they are selected in the fall is 
their Thanksgiving and Christmas program.

“Our Thanksgiving meal budget is $125,” 
Heineman said. “Then when the council Christ-
mas shops for the same family, they spend $75 to 
$100 on each member, including the parents.”

The needy family selected to receive holiday 
assistance is chosen from nominees submitted by 
or to the council.

The Taylorsville Youth Council is an official-
ly recognized service group, set forth in city stat-
ute. It operates with an annual budget of $8,000 
to $9,000.

“By the time we buy shirts for all the mem-
bers and participate in other events, that bud-
get doesn’t cover everything,” Heineman said. 
“Council members normally conduct a couple of 
fundraising events. And sometimes they have to 
donate some of their own money so we can get 
everything done.”

Once the holidays are over, Taylorsville 
Youth Council members participate in a day at the 
state legislature, a leadership conference at Utah 
State University and other activities. 

“Year after year, the kids tell me what they 
enjoy most is serving the community, learning 
how government operates and building friend-
ships,” Heineman said. “I love working with these 
kids because they are the cream of the crop.”

Any Taylorsville teens who will be in ninth 
through 12th grade in the 2018–19 school year 
can apply to be a member of next year’s group. 
To learn more about it, contact a current Youth 
Council member or Heineman at Taylorsville City 
Hall. l

Largest-ever Taylorsville City Youth Council 
assisting families 

By Carl Fauver | carlf@mycityjournals.com

The Youth Council meets regularly at Taylorsville City Hall to plan community service activities.
(Carl Fauver/City Journals)
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Unified Police Department Dispatch 801 743 7000
(Non-Emergencies) 

 Fire Department 801 743 7200

Poison Control Center 1 800 222 1222
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The Christmas Season is here – my favorite time of year. It offers an 
opportunity to gather family and friends to enjoy traditions that have passed 
from generation to generation. It is time to refl ect on the true meaning of 
Christmas and be most appreciative and grateful. 

I encourage everyone to slow down long enough to enjoy the moments 
of opportunity to be present with our family, friends, co-workers, and com-
munity. This season, let us all reach out a little further to those around us. 
Let us look for those who might need that helping hand.

I would like to wish each of you a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. It has been a great privilege to serve this community alongside dedicated city employees.

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Mayor 
Larry Johnson

@ T V I L L E U T f a c e b o o k . c o m / T a y l o r s v i l l e C i t y

w w w . t a y l o r v i l l e u t . g o v

Follow Us

@ t a y l o r s v i l l e c i t y

I would like to thank all the residents of this 
great City of Taylorsville, a place I have called 
home for over 60 years, for the opportunity to 
serve you the people as mayor of this city.

We have made signifi cant steps forward in 
our city, just look around! I would like to thank 
all the men and women who have helped in mov-
ing our city forward, administration and council.

We all saw the vision and the potential in our 

city and communicated to investors and businesses 
that this is the place to be and many came.

Taylorsville is genuinely better than it was 
four years ago. I am excited and proud of our 
accomplishments. Let's all work together; this 
truly is an excellent place to raise a family and live.

Thank you,
–Mayor Johnson

City of Taylorsville Newsletter
December 2017

www.taylorsvilleut.gov
2600 West Taylorsville Boulevard • 801-963-5400



Chief Jay Ziolkowski

DECEMBER SAFETY MESSAGE

Leisure Activities, Recreation, and Parks Committee (L.A.R.P)
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COUNCIL CORNER
Elections bring change! The City Council will have 

two new members in January. Congratulations to Kristie 
Overson who was elected Mayor, she will be sworn in 
early in January, which will leave a vacancy. The Council 
will be appointing her replacement at a special Council 
Meeting in mid-January.  Congratulations to Meredith 
Harker as well! She was elected to Council District 4. 
She will be taking over for outgoing Council Member 
Dama Barbour.   

We’d like to offer our sincere thanks to Council Member 
Dama Barbour for her years of service to the City of Tay-

lorsville!  By the end of her term, she will have served on 
the City Council for 8 years.  She has been an integral part 
of the growth and redevelopment that has come to the City.  

We’d also like to thank Mayor Johnson for his 4 years 
of service as Mayor and for his 4 years of service on the 
City Council prior to election as Mayor. He has been an 
integral part to the growth and redevelopment over that 
last several years.  

They have each served their constituents and the City 
well and deserve our thanks and appreciation. We wish 
them the best and hope to see them often at City Hall!

Council Chairman 
Brad Christopherson – District #3

bchristopherson@taylorsvilleut.gov 

Council Member
Dama Barbour – District #4
dbarbour@taylorsvilleut.gov 

Council Member
Ernest Burgess – District #1
eburgess@taylorsvilleut.gov 

Council Member
Kristie Overson – District #2
koverson@taylorsvilleut.gov

Council Vice-Chair
Dan Armstrong – District #5

darmstrong@taylorsvilleut.gov 

NEW BUSINESSES

Welcome to 
Taylorsville!

LaLa Nails & Spa, LLC
2582 West 4700 South

Nail Salon

Monte Vista MHC
4595 S. Monte Vista

Mobile Home Park (New Owner)

Ramos Transportation, LLC
5991 S. Redwood Road

Transportation

Elections Bring Change

2-1-1 provides people with ways to get help, and give help. By simply dialing 2-1-1, callers can connect to health 
and human resources they need, as well as find meaningful volunteer opportunities.City of Taylorsville  

Holiday Food Drive

MOST-NEEDED ITEMS:  
Canned Fruit, Cranberry Sauce, Raisins, Yams, 

Pumpkin, Boxed Stuffing, Turkey, Ham 
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Leisure Activities, Recreation & Parks Committee (LARP)

Show off your community pride and holiday spirit by nominating yourself or a 
neighbor in the City of Taylorsville for the HOLIDAY OUTDOOR DECOR CONTEST! 

Submit a picture or video via email to LARP@taylorsvilleut.gov 
All entries must be received by Tuesday, January 2, 2018 at 5PM. 

Article was compiled from the Bennion Family of Utah book.

Heber’s 1903 graduating class of the Old Rock School House located at 1668 W. 4800 South in Taylorsville

Back row:  Ada Cook, Ira Cannon, Lenore Bennion, Desla Bennion, Ethel Bennion, Heber Bennion. 
Middle row:  Eugene Paxton, Mary Elizabeth Cook,  Heber Sanders (teacher), Alice Mackay, and  N. Ray Pixton 

Front row seated:  Katie Pixton (Mitchell), and Zeretta Frame (Smith).   

Cold and freezing weather is upon us and your plumbing 
may not like it. Burst pipes from freezing can cause some of 

the most expensive repairs in the home. So let's go over 
some of the basics to make sure you have them covered. 

 
Insulate Exposed Piping 

If you have any exposed water or drain piping in uninsulated 
spaces such as in a crawlspace, attic, outside walls, etc., 
make sure to insulate them. Ideally you should wrap them 
with electrical heating tape first, and then insulate them. 

Wrap water heaters and hot water pipes in insulation to improve efficiency. This is especially important in 
locations where hot water components are exposed to cold temperatures. 

Exterior Faucets 
Also known as hose bibs. You may want to consider an insulated cover for the exterior faucet. And 

remember to disconnect your garden hoses from the outside faucets and drain the hose to prevent damage 
if stored outside. 

Continuous Flow Notifications 
If you received a notice in the message box on your bill it means the water meter has registered a 

continuous flow of water to your property for more than 15 consecutive days. This may indicate an unknown 
leak in your system that is increasing your usage.  Possible locations of a leak include interior plumbing 

fixtures, lawn sprinklers systems, stop and waste valves, and your service lateral. Additional information can 
be found on our Web site www.tbid.org or by calling 801-968-9081. 

Reminder: If you are shutting down a property for several months you should always shut off the water 
supply from inside the home. If a leak were to occur without occupancy, the damage could be catastrophic.  

City of Taylorsville Newsletter| www.taylorsvilleut.govPAGE 4



Holiday Collections

Curbside Christmas Tree Collection

Recycling Reminder

TAYLORSVILLE CITY 

CEMETERY PLOTS 

AVAILABLE

Special  
       Pricing

for Taylorsville Residents

Please Contact: 

 

@ T V I L L E U T

f a c e b o o k . c o m / T a y l o r s v i l l e C i t y

w w w . t a y l o r s v i l l e u t . g o v

Follow Us

@ t a y l o r s v i l l e c i t y
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snow removal reminders
for taylorsville residents

Traveling, even short distances, during the winter months in Utah can be
stressful. Snow and Ice can cause delays and be very dangerous. Salt Lake

County Public Works Operations is committed to providing safe, well­
maintained roadway systems for the benefit of the public.

Our snow teams are prepared 24 hours a day in the event of a storm. Major
arterial streets are the first priority to make passable and provide access to

schools, hospitals, fire stations, police and other emergency services.
Depending on the size of the storm, teams may need to continually plow these

roads, which may delay residential road clearing. After the snow event has
ended snow teams will return to residential streets to push the snow back to
the curb or edge of the road. This often causes additional snow in driveways.
We make every effort to clear all roads within 48 hours after the storm ends.

When the temperatures dropping below 17 degrees the salt used on the road is
less effective. The melt rate slows and the snow & ice may take days to

completely melt. Drivers need to exercise extreme caution.
It is important for residents to understand what they can do to ensure the roads

and sidewalks are safe and passable. Sidewalks and mailboxes are the
responsibility of the resident to keep clear. We recommend the sidewalk be

cleared after the plows have serviced the area.
Snow team members have been instructed not to clear roads with cars parked
on them. Residents may call their local code enforcement or police department
to assist with the removal of the cars to enable the plows access to the area.

When clearing your driveways and sidewalks, the snow should not be deposited
in the road. Garbage cans should be set at the curb in the morning and

removed promptly.
Snow removal team members are working 12­16 hour shifts and appreciate

courteous and friendly drivers. Please use caution when you see a snow
removal vehicle and remember the snow removal vehicle is harder to stop than

a regular vehicle. For more information, please contact us at 385­468­6101.

City of Taylorsville Newsletter| www.taylorsvilleut.govPAGE 6
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Not Just News... Your Community News...

The Lemmon family, which lives in Taylorsville, 
likes to cook together and does so a few times 

a week. Amy, age 11, and Brooklyn, age 6, help 
their dad, Sterling, cook dinner on the nights their 
mom works late. Other nights, they are in the 
kitchen with their mom, Carmen. When Carmen 
heard about the Uncle Ben’s Beginners Cooking 
Contest, she thought it would be fun to enter.

“We already cook dinner together anyway, so 
why don’t we just take a picture?” said Carmen. 
For the contest, families were asked to submit a 

photo showing them cooking a recipe that includ-
ed rice. The contest allowed one entry per day, so 
Carmen posted as often as she could, submitting 
six total entries by posting one picture each day 
for each of her daughters. 

Out of entries from all over the country, the 
picture of Carmen and Brooklyn making their 
stuffed acorn squash recipe was chosen as one of 
25 finalists. Voting was opened to the public on 
the Uncle Ben’s website where people could vote 
for their favorite picture until the beginning of 

November. Winners will be chosen by the end of 
the year with Uncle Ben judges making the final 
decision, based partly on popular vote. 

The night they snapped the winning photo 
was the first time the Lemmon family had made 
the dish that caught the attention of contest judges. 
Using vegetables from their garden, they stuffed 
an acorn squash with venison, rice and vegetables 
and baked it until it was soft. Brooklyn, not a fan 
of squash, said she only liked the rice part. 

The purpose of the Uncle Ben’s Beginners 
Cooking Contest is to encourage families to cook 
together and to help kids learn the essential life 
skill of cooking, Uncle Ben’s announced in a press 
release.	

The Lemmons see many benefits to the time 
they spend in the kitchen together. Carmen said 
they have fun just being with each other.

“It gets them away from the tablet and the 
phones,” she said.

Sterling said it’s a good opportunity to catch 
up with each other. 

“We can find out what’s going on in each oth-
er’s lives; I think that’s the best part,” he said. 

Brooklyn said she likes cooking with her 
family because it goes faster when more people 
are helping. Her sister Amy does a lot of the mea-
suring and cooking. Brooklyn especially likes to 
help with cutting and peeling vegetables. 

 “She likes to peel vegetables, but she’s a per-
fectionist about it,” said Carmen. “So she’ll peel 
until there’s hardly any vegetable left. You’ve al-

ready lost half of it by the time she’s done.” Car-
men keeps extra vegetables available for this rea-
son. She admits having the kids help in the kitchen 
takes more time.

“You just have to start making dinner a little 
bit earlier because it’s going to take a little bit lon-
ger,” said Carmen. For example, when Brooklyn 
helps prepare vegetables for salad, she is careful, 
and it takes longer than if Carmen did it herself. 
But Carmen and Sterling believe their girls are 
learning life skills in the kitchen.

“They can learn things from us that they 
wouldn’t be learning otherwise,” said Sterling. 
Carmen hopes her daughters are learning that 
even if it might not be the quickest option, cook-
ing from scratch is going to be healthier and taste 
better than fast food.

“I think if they start cooking at a young 
age and like to help out, then like anything else, 
they’re going to get in the habit of doing that and 
hopefully make it a lifelong habit,” said Carmen.

Carmen said she learned to cook with her 
mom when she was a child, and now her girls of-
ten cook with her mom when she watches them 
after school. 

The Lemmons hope they are chosen as one 
of the five winners of the contest. Winners will 
receive $15,000 and a hometown celebration. 
The winners’ schools will also be rewarded. If the 
Lemmons win, Uncle Ben’s will award $30,000 
for a cafeteria makeover for their school, Vista El-
ementary.    l

Cooking together brings benefits—possibly $10K 
By Jet Burnham  |  j.burnham@mycityjournals.com

If the public votes for this picture as its favorite, the Lemmon family could win $10,000. (Sterling Lemmon)

– Prepare for summer now with swim lessons in Salt Lake City, Taylorsville and Sandy –
Lessons o� ered Monday-Saturday

Register online or call for a free trial lesson today!
• Small Classes 4:1  • Ages 18 Months to Adult

• Unique Learn to Swim Curriculum 
• Experienced Instructors 

• Indoor/Year-Round Lessons 

FREE Trial Lesson!

Sugarhouse
1121 Ashton Avenue
Salt Lake City, UT 84106
(inside 24 Hour Fitness®)

Sandy
10365 South 1300 East
Sandy, UT 84094
(inside 24 Hour Fitness®)

Taylorsville
5766 South 1900 West
Taylorsville, UT 84129
(inside 24 Hour Fitness®)

844-KID-SWIM   www.SafeSplash.com

Meeting God | Meeting Friends | Meeting Needs

Services held Sunday at 10:30 am

crosspointutah.com

5445 South 2700 West | Taylorsville | 801-200-3818
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Jobany Quiterio, a senior at Taylorsville High 
School, received a $25,000 scholarship from 

Sallie Mae. 
“Sallie Mae’s mission is to help young peo-

ple realize their potential—for many that involves 
going to college,” said Sallie Mae Spokesman  
Rick Castello. “The reason and the passion behind 
the Bridging the Dream Scholarship is to help stu-
dents do just that—bridge that dream to college.” 

Jobany’s story inspired the scholarship team 
when they read the nomination submitted by Joba-
ny’s  school counselor, Chad Farnes.

 “As a seventh-grader, Jobany was traveling 
down the wrong path,” said Farnes in the applica-
tion. “But he found the ability within himself to 
turn his life around. Today he is one of the most 
academically successful students and influential 
student leaders at Taylorsville High School. I can 
think of no one more deserving of this scholarship 
and the doors it will open for him.” 

Farnes said he was impressed with Jobany 
from the moment he met him at the beginning of 
his sophomore year.

 “Jobany came into Taylorsville on a giant 
roll—with a lot of excitement and enthusiasm,” 
said Farnes. Jobany joined the school’s Latinos in 
Action, took challenging classes and got involved 
in school activities. 

Jobany said what turned his life and attitude 
around was searching out opportunities to try new 
things and to meet new people.

 “The ability of Jobany to put himself into 
new situations that may be uncomfortable has 
been really impressive,” Farnes said. “I’ve just 
been impressed with him all around in regard to 
the amount of effort that he puts into his activi-
ties and his willingness to step outside his comfort 
zone and the things he’s been able to achieve as 
a result.”

What he’s been able to achieve is a 3.8 GPA 
and becoming THS’s student body president. He 
also tutors elementary students and has become a 
role model for others.

Cendy Quiterio, his mother, said he is a 
very good example to the community and to his 

siblings. She said he has always been a help and 
support to her. Jobany said his mother taught him 
how to set goals, taking small, reasonable steps to 
achieve great things. 

“Little by little I will get there,” he said. He 
also believes in not letting bumps along the way 
slow him down. Jobany’s brother passed away 
several years ago, and he struggled during his ear-
ly teen years falling in with the wrong crowd. He 
said he has overcome a lot of barriers that could 
have kept him from his dream of going to college. 

“I try to overcome them with going to school 
and meeting new people,” he said. “People I’ve 
met have inspired me to do better.”

Farnes said Jobany is always moving for-
ward, taking his goals to the next step. Whether it 
is academically or socially, Farnes said Jobany is 
constantly reaching outside his comfort zone.

“One thing I am impressed with Jobany is his 
willingness to take on a challenge,” said Farnes. 

Cendy Quiterio said she is grateful for the 
support the school counselor and teachers have 
given her son. She said she has always known that 
her son would do great things in school. 

Jobany said going to college has always been 
his goal, from the moment he heard about what 
college was and realized what it would mean for 
him.

The Sallie Mae Scholarship team announced 
Jobany as a scholarship winner in front of his LIA 
class.

 “I already had a plan to go to college for 
sure,” he said. “But now I’m for sure, for sure, 
going!” 

Jobany plans to pursue a business degree at 
the University of Utah.

Nominations for the Bridging the Dream are 
submitted by high school counselors and commu-
nity leaders across the U.S. This is the second year 
for the scholarship that helps students who excel 
inside and outside the classroom but who need fi-
nancial help to get a college education. Sallie Mae 
employees fundraised to help provide five $25,000 
scholarships to teens around the country.  l

$25,000 provides bridge
to college dream

By Jet Burnham | j.burnham@mycityjournals.com

Eighteen-year-old Jobany Quiterio hugs his mom, Cendy Quiterio, after he was surprised with a $25,000 
scholarship during class. (Jet Burnham/City Journals)

Golf 18 Holes for just $8!  •  Pass: $199.95 plus tax
Call 801-957-9000 or visit our website for more information:

www.GolfStonebridgeUtah.com

West Valley City Presents

The Player’s Pass
UTAH’S BEST ANNUAL GOLF PASS

45 holes of great golf at a rate that allows you 
to play more than once or twice a month.

Avoid chronic pain and injury. 
Let our experienced staff of 
chiropractors and physical 
therapists help you today.  

Same day appointments 
available... call today!

Injured in a car accident?  
CAR INSURANCE PAYS FOR TREATMENT AT 100%

CALL US 
to schedule your 

FREE consultation today:

801-263-0530

801-263-0530525 West 5300 South, Suite 150
Murray, UT 84123

www.murray-chiropractic.com
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Not Just News... Your Community News...

Cadets in Taylorsville High School’s JROTC unit spent the month 
of October competing in various Junior Reserve Officer Training 

Corps competitions. Each competition tested specialized teams on a 
set of specific skills. Taylorsville’s Relay, Score, Orienteering and 
Raider teams exhibited their proficiency in military skills such as 
map-reading, knot-tying, physical fitness, tactical skills, teamwork, 
mental agility and strategic planning.

Relay Teams, which comprised of eight to 10 students, com-
peted in orienteering challenges. They worked together to find five 
locations, and they called points using a map and compass. Two at 
a time, they navigated their way to one point, where they received a 
stamp and then returned to the rest of the team. Once back, the next 
pair made its way to the next point. Teams had a total of two hours 
to reach all five points in the challenge. 

Taylorsville’s teams ranked the fastest in the challenge, earning 
two of their teams first and second place in one event. The location 
of the event, which took place in Ogden, was unfamiliar terrain to 
the cadets, which forced them rely on their orienteering skills. 

Lt. Capt. Eric Flores, a member of THS’s relay team, said twice 
a week in JROTC classes, team members practice skills necessary 
for the orienting competitions, including map-reading and compass 
skills as well as endurance for the physical aspects of the challenge. 
He said running the course was the hardest part.

“We had to be able to have good endurance because we were 
running up and down steep hiking trails the whole time we were 
competing,” he said. “The points were spread fairly far apart, so it 
was a huge test of endurance.”

Another challenge at the competition was to test the skills of 
high school Score Teams. For this challenge, two team members 
were given one hour to find their way to several points. They would 
earn a varying amount of points depending on difficulty of the loca-
tions they made it to.

“For example, Point A could be worth five points, but Point C 

would be worth 10 points,” said Jason Garn, a student leader in the 
JROTC. “Each team of two had to strategize how to get as many 
points as it could in that one-hour block.” Taylorsville Score Teams 
performed well, placing first and fifth in that competition.

Raider Teams competed at a scrimmage held at Northridge 
High School and a Finals Event, the JROTC Wildcat Challenge, at 
Weber State University. 

THS sent two Raider Teams of nine cadets each to the event. 
Raider Team events consist of various tests to challenge physically 
as well as mentally.

Junior Johnathan Avila, a captain in THS’s JROTC, said while 
orienteering requires a lot of running and cardio exertion, Raiders 
use a lot of upper-body strength and mental skill.

Participants from 10 high school JROTC squads exhibited 
strength and endurance by running a 5k while carrying an extra 20 
pounds. In other events, they sprinted through barricades and obsta-
cle courses to test their tactical movement skills.

Their mental skills were tested with games of observation and 
memorization. 

Squads used teamwork and knot-tying skills as they raced to 
build a rope bridge to get their team across it and back again before 
taking the bridge down.

“It’s all timed, so we’ve got to do it as fast as we can,” said 
Avila.

Taylorsville’s JROTC classes focus on team work and using 
everyone’s skills to earn their wins. 

“I learned a lot about working as a team,” said Flores. “It really 
showed me how well we blend as a team.”

For the second year in a row, the Orienteering Team took first 
place overall in the competition that took place in Ogden on Sept. 
23. Ben Lomond High School took second place, and Utah Military 
Academy took third. Two of Taylorsville’s relay teams placed first 
and second in the relay event.    l

Cadets play the game of strength and brain 
By Jet Burnham | jburnham@mycityjournals.com

Taylorsville High School’s JROTC orienteering team placed well in competition this season. (Jason Garn/Taylorsville HS)

POSTPONE YOUR 
HEADSTONE 

Dont Text 
& Drive

Nearly 330,000 injuries occur each 
year from accidents caused by texting 

while driving. 1 out of every 4 car 
accidents in the United States is 
caused by texting and driving.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

LarkinMortuary.com

Helping Families Heal for Over 130 years
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The high school basketball season is upon us. 
Taylorsville girls and boys teams have been se-
lected, and the excitement of the teams’ future has 
captured the interest of the Warrior student body. 

“We are a 6A High School varsity basketball 
program, so we compete against the very best ath-
letes in the state of Utah,” girls head coach Jodi 
Lee said. “At this level, we are looking for the most 
skilled players that our school has to offer.” 

The girls team qualified for the state tourna-
ment last season. It finished in third place in Re-
gion 3 with a 14-8 overall record. The team won 
eight of its first 10 games and seven of its region 

contests.
The Lady Warriors have not missed the state 

tournament in the last 15 years; it’s a streak that 
goes back to March of 2002 when they lost in the 
5A state championship to Alta.

Their opening game is scheduled for Nov. 22 
at Granger High School. Their first Home game is 
Tuesday, Dec. 5 against Hillcrest.

Senior Morgan Toluono and junior Finau Ton-
ga return to the team as last year’s leading scorers. 
Tonga stands 6-foot-2 and is an intimidating factor 
on the Warriors interior defense. Toluono’s outside 
shooting and slashing style of play helps balance 

Warriors basketball teams
on paths to success

By Greg James |  gregj@mycityjournals.com

The Taylorsville girls basketball team has prepared for this season all summer. (Greg James/City Journals)

Model NOW OPEN!
Starting in the $290’s

• MAIN FLOOR LIVING  • CLUBHOUSE  • CONVENIENT LOCATION

Lindsey Christensen | Realtor | Cell: (801)-836-3699

3150 South 7200 West, West Valley

4879 South Redwood Rd
Taylorsville, UT  84123

801-288-9898
www.hiddenpeakscoffee.com

Have  
a 12oz 
coffee 
on us!

limit 1 per customer with coupon

Buy One Get One 1/2 Off
Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 12/31/17.

801-280-4099 
7251 Plaza Center Drive (Next to Famous Dave's)

www.SpudToddos.com

All You Can Eat Buffet
chinese    sushi    mongolian

Over 200 Items!
801-969-6666

5668 South Redwood Road
Taylorsville, UT 84123

Mon-Thur: 11am -9:30pm
Fri & Sat: 11am - 10pm  Sunday: 11am - 9pm

28 West 700 South • Salt Lake City, UT 84101
801.363.440

rickwarnerbodyshop.com

Mention this ad and we will pay 
$50 of your bill! (bills over $500)

out the team’s offensive prowess.
Toluono recently signed a letter of intent to 

play basketball at Utah State University Eastern in 
Price. Her sister, Kaitlin, is a current player on the 
Eagles roster.

Lee expects colleges to have in interest in 
Tonga. She lists her height and defensive abilities 
as top qualities coaches are looking for.

The girls schedule is highlighted by an ap-
pearance in the Corner Canyon Holiday Tour-
nament Dec. 14-16. They are scheduled to play 
Kearns, Corner Canyon and American Fork. Wins 
could elevate the team’s confidence heading into 
its region games.

Second-year boys head coach Bernie Grazia-
no has a team with a small amount of experience. 
It graduated the nucleus of the team last spring. 
Graziano’s vast experience will help him guide a 
young team. He has coached at Granger, Cotton-
wood, Fremont, Skyline and Hunter.

“These kids are a lot of fun to coach,” he said. 
“I think they are committed to trying to achieve our 
goals. This is all about the kids.” 

With the departure of the top six scorers from 
last year’s team, senior Tristen Madden is the only 
returner that scored double figures last season.

The Warriors boys team won two region con-
tests last season, both over Cottonwood. They are 
hoping to make a return to the state tournament. 
Their last appearance was in 2015 when they lost 
to Viewmont in the first round 70-44.

The boys are scheduled to host Murray Fri-
day, Dec. 1 in their first home game. They will also 
play Granger Friday, Dec. 8. 

The Utah High School Activities Association 
reorganized its regions this fall. Taylorsville has 
been placed in Region 3 with Copper Hills, Herri-
man, Riverton and West Jordan.   l

call us: (385) 646-4321
www.graniteschools.org/

foodservices/jobs

LOOKING FOR 
PART-TIME WORK?

wAnt FleXiBle hours with 
holiDAYs AnD weeKenDs oFF?
Granite School District is hiring Kitchen 
Managers, Nutrition Service Workers, 

and Nutrition Worker Substitutes!
Applicants must have: High school diploma 

or equivalent, background check, and be 
willing to obtain a food handler’s permit.

•  Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner positions available!
•  15 to 40 Hours per week with Flexible scheduling!
•  Hiring at over 100 schools within the district.
•  Pay starts at $11.60 per hour.
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PERI KINDER

Every year on November 30, while my 
girls slept, I’d spend the evening put-

ting up Christmas decorations. I’d place 
every Santa just so and every angel just 
right. My daughters would wake up to 
a magical Christmas wonderland with 
twinkling lights, cinnamon-scented pine-
cones and beautifully wrapped packages. 

That was my dream. Reality was 
much different.

Oh, the house was decorated, and the 
girls were excited, but within five minutes 
the entire holiday-scape was destroyed. 

My daughters would walk into the 
idyllic wonderland I’d created, squeal 
with glee and run to their favorite Christ-
mas decoration. One daughter immediate-
ly turned on the display that had Disney 
characters barking your favorite carols. If 
you haven’t heard “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas” sung in “Woofs” by Pluto for 
25 days in a row, you don’t know the real 
meaning of Christmas. 

Another daughter ran to the Nativi-
ty scene where she helped Mother Mary 
run off with Frosty the Snowman, leaving 
Baby Jesus in the care of a 6-foot polar 
bear wearing a holiday scarf. 

Yet another daughter took the or-
namental French horn off the wall and 
marched through the house trumpeting 
Jingle Bells. Not to be outdone, her little 
sister used the tree skirt as a cloak and 
pretended to be the Queen of Christmas, 

which caused several fistfights in front of 
the holy manger. 

When the girls went off to school 
each day, I’d put all the decorations back 
in their traditionally ordained locations. I 
found Ken and Barbie naked in a Christ-
mas stocking. I discovered one of the 
Wise Men snuggled with an angel behind 
an advent calendar. I glued the shepherds’ 
crooks back on because the girls would 
have them fight ninja-style and kept 
breaking them off.

I found the singing Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer shoved into a pile of 
laundry. Oh, wait. I’d put that there. Be-
cause it never shut up.

The girls would come home from 
school and spend the rest of the evening 
rearranging the decorations while I radi-
ated anger.

“Leave the damn tree alone!” I’d re-
peat 40 times a day.

“But someone moved my ornament 
from its special place.” (Insert the sound 
of Christmas decorations falling off the 
tree.)

When I found the Christmas pillow I 
had painstakingly cross-stitched had been 
used to wipe up a Kool-Aid spill, I final-
ly lost it. I was exhausted from trying to 
redecorate the house every day to keep 
everything looking perfect. 

I screeched, in a very unholiday voice, 
“Put the Baby Jesus back in the manger 

before I tell Santa to 
burn all your pres-
ents!”

Everyone froze. 
The daughter who 
had wrapped Baby 
Jesus in layers of toi-
let paper to keep him 
warm looked at me, 
eyes brimming with 
tears. “I just want-
ed to hold him,” she 
said, as her lip quiv-
ered.

That’s when it hit 
me. I was the Grinch. 
Why the hell was I 
ruining Christmas? 
Why was I trying to 
keep everything per-
fect? To my daugh-
ters, it was already 
perfect. They loved 
the decorations and 
wanted to play with 
them for the short 
time they were dis-
played. 

I took a few deep breaths. I apol-
ogized. I even agreed to sit through a 
Christmas play where the Wise Men kid-
napped Jesus and held him for ransom, 
but a stuffed Santa Claus karate-kicked 
the Wise Men to rescue the holy babe who 

was given back to Mother Mary. (She had 
returned from her illicit rendezvous with 
Frosty in time to change the baby’s diaper 
and put him back in the manger.)

My house was messy and emotional, 
but delightful and creative, too. This was 
my Christmas wonderland.      l

The Stockings Were Flung in the Chimney with Flair

Taylorsville

PROFESSIONALSValue PLACE AN AD:

Call 801-254-5974

FAMILY LAW

NOW IN HOLLADAY
MyUtahFamilyLawyer.Com

 

GAYANNE K. SCHMID
801.531.8300

THERE WHEN
LIFE CHANGES

TREE SERVICES
INTERMOUNTAIN
TREE EXPERTS

Removals . Trimming . Pruning
Licensed and Insured / 15 Yrs Experience

801-244-3542
FREE ESTIMATES

ROOFING

801-449-9875
All types of roofs
$650 OFF any reroof

over 2,000 sq. ft.

FENCING
Fence/Handyman
“Get Your Project On”

Fence & Handyman Service

Free Estimates 801-471-9688

VEHICLES WANTED

Gumby’s Auto Parts
We’ll buy your non-running, 

wrecked or broken car, truck or van.

(801) 506-6098
“It’s worth your time to call!”

FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS
OLYMPUS ROOFING

801.887.7663
 SERVING 
 WASATCH FRONT
 SINCE 1973

PURE WATER
Pure Water Solutions
Free trial for your home or 

offi ce today!
Over 100 years experience. 

Hydrateyouroffi ce.com

801-673-5626

GROOMERY

GRANNIES GROOMERY
Chris Anderson

Owner/Groomer
2755 W. 8450 South in West Jordan

801-981-8404 / 801-243-1762

FOUNDATION CONCRETE
DAVENPORT FOUNDATION REPAIR

CONCRETE LIFTING DONE YEAR ROUND
EXPERIENCED LOCAL EXPERTS IN CON-

CRETE LIFTING, FOUNDATION REPAIR, NEW 
FOUNDATIONS AND BASEMENTS. 

CALL TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATE 801.569.2302

DIRECTV
DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now - Get NFL 

Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every Game. 
Every Sunday. CHOICE- All-Included 

Package. Over 185 Channels. $60/month 
(for 12 Months.) 

CALL 1- 844-661-1135

DISH TV
DISH TV. 190 channels. $49.99/mo. for 24 
mos. Ask About Exclusive Dish Features 

like Sling® and the Hopper®. PLUS High-
Speed Internet, $14.95/mo. (Availability and 
Restrictions apply.) TV for Less, Not Less 

TV! 1-877-334-3683

PHARMACY
Stop OVERPAYING for your prescriptions! 

SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and 
International pharmacy, 

compare prices and get $25.00 OFF your 
fi rst prescription! CALL 1-855-977-8477 

Promo Code CDC201725

DENTAL INSURANCE
DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 

coverage for 350 procedures.
855-385-6690

or http://www.dental50plus.com/225 Ad# 6118

HANDYMAN SERVICES
ENERGY CORE

CONSTRUCTION
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

basements . bathrooms . electricasl repair . painting 
cabinet installation . plumbing . sheetrock repair 

countertop refi nish and replace
– HOURLY RATE - 2 Hour Minimum –

Call Leo Coleman 801-471-6775
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HELP WANTED

Now Hiring for part time positions in our 
Food Service Department 
Pay starts at $11.26 per hour. 

Call 385-646-4321or go to
www.graniteschools.org/foodservices/jobs

TREE SERVICE

TREE TIME
FREE ESTIMATES

  – Pruning, Trimming, Hedging
  – Tree and Stump Removal
  – Shaping and Shrubs

801-577-7740

GARAGE DOORS 
A PLUS GARAGE DOORS

 Service Available 24/7
 Certifi ed Experts 
 100% Warrantied
801-260-2030

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Glen’s Appliance Repair
Major Appliance Repair & Installation

REASONABLE RATES
38 Years Experience

Call Glenn at 801-510-3513
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